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Clinical Travel Fellowship, supported by Operation Childlife 
FELLOWSHIP DESCRIPTION
1. The Operation Childlife Clinical Travel Fellowship will be awarded to RCSI Surgical Trainees, RCSI Medical and Physician Associate Graduates and other healthcare professionals working in the HSE sector, such as Nurses, Anaesthetists etc. The OCL Fellowship aims to impact in the following areas
2. Healthcare: Provide surgical and/or clinical healthcare to children in Vietnam, Tanzania, Mongolia and Jordan (other locations may be considered) as part of Operation Childlife’s healthcare missions.
3. Experience: Provide a surgical and clinical experience to a healthcare professional above and beyond what would they would likely derive in Ireland, returning with enhanced skills, knowledge and connections to benefit the Irish health system, education and training, and patients as well as contributing to global health outcomes.
4. Collaboration: Gain clinical experience working on a placement with leading surgeons and healthcare professionals volunteering on a 2-week medical mission with Operation Childlife.
5. Funding: Offer up to €3,000 financial support towards travel and accommodation costs associated to undertaking such a placement.
6. Relationships: Develop professional relationships between trainees, surgeons and healthcare professionals during and beyond the scope of the placement.
7. Partners: Deliver an enhanced partnership for Operation Childlife, the hospitals where missions take place, and RCSI through multi-year collaborations. This might include conducting or supporting research project activities and/or present and attend meetings and forums in the location. 
8. Share: Present a detailed Fellowship report, including using written, photo and video formats, on the Fellowship.
AWARD CRITERIA
To emphasise the altruistic nature of Operation Childlife work, and the level of applicant we are seeking. OCL and RCSI will consider applications and make awards based on the following criteria: 
1. Evidence of altruism and how this will benefit OCL partners
2. Merits of proposed Fellowship in relation to the applicant's learning objectives
3. Applicant's CV (max 4 pages)
4. Likely value to the Irish health system

APPLICATION PROCESS 
· Applicants must submit a completed application form and their latest curriculum vitae before the closing date
· Applicants should be still in training and hold an NCHD contract at time of application
· Following a review, shortlisted candidates will be invited for an interview with RCSI and Operation Childlife representatives  






ELIGIBILITY 
Essential:
1. Surgical applicants should be on higher training scheme to be eligible to apply or in the later stages of training if in other disciplines 
2. Open to the following disciplines: RCSI Surgical Trainees, RCSI Medical, Nursing and Physician Associate Graduates and other Irish-based practicing healthcare professionals in the area of care of the child.
Desirable:
3. Enrolment in a post-graduate programme in paediatrics (General or subspecialty); Paediatric Surgery; Paediatric Anaesthesia; Paediatric Radiology, Paediatric Nursing (General or subspecialty, CNS or ANP)
4. Particular interest/career alignment to OCL Projects
5. Demonstrable interest or experience in a Global Health project. 

REPORT
Recipients must provide a full report within three months of completing the Fellowship. Recipients must acknowledge the support of RCSI and Operation Childlife in any publication arising as a result of the award(s) and must supply copies of the papers at the time of publication.

TIMELINE
APPLICATION CLOSING DATE: 17th November 2025
INTERVEIWS (online): TBC December/ November 2025
Please send completed applications to Laura Martin @ lauramartin@rcsi.ie

Missions: 2025/2026 schedule to be confirmed (Vietnam, Tanzania, Mongolia and Jordan)
Report: within 3 months of completing the Fellowship
Please note: It may not always be possible for a recipient to join a trip within an intended year due to scheduling. In this instance OCL would seek to accommodate the successful recipient on the next available trip on the following year.  

	APPLICATION FORM

	PERSONAL DETAILS

	Title
	

	Full name
	

	Present address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	Profession
	

	Specialty / Specialism
	

	Current place of work
	

	PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

	Please summarise your professional healthcare experience, including name of healthcare organisations and positions held, awards/achievements and formal education and training experience (max 300 words).  Note, you are also required to provide your CV with your application submission. 

	


	CLINICAL TRAVEL FELLOWSHIP – LEARNING OUTCOMES

	What are the proposed Learning Outcomes you hope to achieve through this Clinical Travel Fellowship (max 300 words)?

	


	LIKELY VALUE TO GLOBAL HEALTH OUTCOMES

	Outline how you intend to use the experience to add value to global health outcomes on your return (max 300 words).

	


	ALTRUISM 

	Please provide examples of prior related activity and how this will benefit OCL partner organisations (max 300 words) 

	


	

FUNDING AMOUNT

	The Fellowship aims to provide funding to support towards travel and accommodation costs associated to undertaking such a placement. Please list all cost items with detail/descriptions and amounts known at this stage.  

	COST ITEMS
	AMOUNT (€)

	1. Travel:
2. Accommodation:
3. Materials for program development
4. Others (Please list all) 
	€
€
€ 
€
€

	TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED
	€ 
Note, cannot exceed €3,000

	REFERENCES

	Name and contact details for two references supporting your application

	1. 

	2. 

	CV: Please remember to provide your latest CV with your application

	CONFIRMATION

	I confirm the detail provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge:

	Signature:
	

	Date: 
	



Completed applications should be sent to lauramartin@rcsi.ie by COB 17th November 2025
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